Jesus’ Finest Hour: Death

READ: Matthew 27:45-56

Consider: It was unusually dark from the sixth hour (about noon) until the ninth hour (about 3 pm). Some have suggested that this might have been caused by a sandstorm or an eclipse; exactly what we don’t know, but we do know that it was a supernatural darkness that lasted three hours. There were three days of darkness in Egypt before Passover (Ex. 10:21–23); and there were three hours of darkness before the Lamb of God died for the sins of the world.


Jesus had spoken at least three times before this darkness fell. While on the cross, He prayed, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34). He spoke to the penitent thief and assured him a place in paradise (Luke 23:39–43). He gave His mother into the care of John (John 19:18–27). But when darkness fell, Jesus was silent for three hours. Some suggest that it was during this time that He who knew no sin became sin, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. (2 Cor. 5:21)


Jesus cried out, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” A direct quote from Psalm 22:1. There is no question, since Jesus said it Himself, that God forsook Him. But it is a strange complaint to hear our savior make. It was not that the trinity was broken; Jesus remained fully God, just as He remained fully human. It was not that the Father’s love for Him was broken, or His love for the Father. It was not that the Father could not bear to look upon Jesus’ death, for God is all-knowing, how would diverting his eyes change anything? It must be something else.


Jesus was forsaken in that God delivered Him into the hands of His enemies, and did nothing to stop what they did to Him. The powers of darkness came against Jesus in full force to do their worst and no angel is sent from heaven, no friend on earth raised up, no comforting voice from heaven is heard. Jesus is forsaken in that no attempt to deliver Him or comfort Him is made. God allows His only begotten Son, the lamb of heaven who came to take away the sin of the world, to be sacrificed for sin, once and for all.


The guards misunderstood Jesus’ cry, but God knew is agony all too well; and as was the plan all along, Jesus died on the cross. And at that moment, the veil that separated man from God in the Temple was torn, the Earth shook, saints were resurrected, and the centurion who over saw Jesus’ crucifixion cried out in fear, “Truly this was the Son of God!” Jesus died, that we might live; that was the plan, and it was carried out.

Prayer: Jesus. We are truly amazed at your love for us. Your sacrifice, so appalling and upsetting, redeems us. We love you and trust you. Amen.

