Dealing With Tensions:

“Life Lessons from the Past”

Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as they did. 1Cor. 10: 6

READ: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13

Consider: Paul does not want us to fall into the same trap as did the children of Israel. The Israelites were so confident of their relationship with God that they thought nothing of their disobedient behavior. They assured themselves that everything would be OK in the end between them and God; after all, they were his chosen people, and he was a very gracious God.


In this, Paul argues, the Israelites were not too different than the believers in Corinth. Just as the believers had been baptized into Christ, the Israelites had been baptized into Moses; and just as the believers observed the Lord’s Supper, the Israelites also had a meal of communion with God. Yet, despite these spiritual connections, God was not pleased with the Israelites when they disobeyed Him. And his displeasure was evidenced on numerous occasions.


Paul said that what took place back then now serves as an example to keep the believers in Corinth from setting their hearts on evil. If you recall, Paul has been pointing out several areas of life in which the believers in Corinth were not longing to do things God’s way. Instead, they are longing for, and participating in various sinful behaviors.


Paul asks the Corinthians point blank: If you think you are in good standing with God while at the same time you are being disobedient, you need to think again. If God’s wrath came down upon the Israelites, his beloved and chosen people, then we can expect it to fall down on us if we act like they did.


Paul pointed out that we who have committed out lives to Christ have no excuse for blatant disobedience. Why? When we face any temptation to embrace evil, God is not only standing near us, but he gives us all the strength we need to resist. He even provides a way for us to stand up under the weight of that temptation, whatever that might be.


Yes, the Israelites often failed and paid the consequences of that failure; but we have an advantage they do not have…God’s presence in our lives. We should take advantage of what God has given us so that our own example will be one of victory, and not defeat.

Prayer: Jesus, our Lord and Savior, you are good to forgive us and correct us when we long after evil things. We have no excuse for doing so. Help us learn from those who could not stop lusting after evil, so that we might avoid the destruction that fell upon them. Amen.

