Dealing With Tensions:

“Paul’s Example of Self-Denial”

…we put up with anything rather than hinder the gospel of Christ.

READ: 1 Corinthians 9:1-18

Consider: It is good to be a Christian. We are given the freedom to do as we please so long as we express our love of God and our neighbors in and through our thoughts and actions. Paul expresses a concern that the believers in Corinth were so self-centered that they valued their own freedom in Christ more than they valued sharing the gospel.


It wasn’t that these believers didn’t want to share the gospel, and it wasn’t that they didn’t try to share the gospel; it was that their behavior, while well within the boundaries of acceptable Christian behavior, turned off the very people to whom they were sharing the gospel.


There are many things which turn people off from the message of Christ. Paul’s example of something that turns people off is the fact that many people who preach the gospel get paid for doing so. People are willing to give graciously when they know that their money is going to feed the poor, or care for the needs of orphans and widows, or to offset the impact of a natural disaster. But Paul had encountered many people who were suspicious of a message that was delivered by someone who was profiting from it.


Paul makes a good case that earning a living by preaching the gospel is not only within the boundaries of acceptable Christian behavior, but something that God’s people are directed to do. He even drops a few well known names of preachers who not only meet their personal needs through offerings, but the needs of their families as well. Paul then points out that if the believers in Corinth were going to support someone financially, then they should support him. However, Paul also understood that this freedom was still a turn off to some people; and he would rather forgo this freedom than turn someone off to the message of the Cross.


Paul was using his own self-denial as an example of how the believers in Corinth should act. He wanted to them to consider how their own actions could be hindering someone from coming to Christ. If Paul was willing to deny his own freedom, then perhaps they would be willing to do the same. The obvious issue was eating at the Temple, but there were probably other behaviors that the believers in Corinth needed to consider changing.


Paul’s challenge to the believers in Corinth is a challenge to us. We need to ask ourselves: “What am I doing that turns people off to the message of Christ.” And, perhaps more importantly, “Am I willing to change for them?”

Prayer: Lord Jesus, Help us to have the same patience and love with those around us that you have shown to us. Amen.

