Dealing With Tensions:

“Giving God All the Glory”

Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. – 1 Cor. 10:31
READ: 1 Corinthians 10:23-33

Consider: We who have been in Church for any time at all, know that loving your neighbor is a prominent feature of being a Christian. It was part of Jesus’ response when asked to name the greatest command (the other part of loving God). We should also have a pretty good idea of what it means to love our neighbor since Jesus explained that when he told the story of the Good Samaritan. Yet, when Paul told the believers in Corinth that they should give up a perfectly acceptable behavior, eating meat that had been sacrificed to idols, in order to encourage a fellow believer who questions that behavior, or to make a point to a person who believes that an idol is an actual source of help, we get concerned about the implications.


We’re OK with Paul’s admonition that “all things are lawful, but not all things are profitable,” or “seek the good of your neighbor instead of your own good,” but when it comes down to giving up our own preferences, which are perfectly acceptable in the eyes of God, we hesitate. We shuffle our feet, and we ask, “Why should I bow to the demands of an uninformed, narrow-minded dogmatist?” Well, you may not word it that way, but if you are honest, you’ll have to admit that you’d probably think something along those lines.


Paul gave two reasons why a believer should consider giving up their freedom: (1) To maintain the integrity of your witness to an unbeliever, and (2) To keep from offending an unbeliever whom God may use you to save. And these are pretty good reasons.


If there were nothing on the line, so-to-speak, Paul told the believers in Corinth not worry about what they ate. He does remind them to give God thanks for any meal, since He is the provider of all things. However, if someone made a point of turning the meal into a testimony of an idol’s ability to provide, they were not to partake. Doing so would be considered an ascent to what the person said about the idol’s ability to provide, and not eating would give an opportunity to tell the person why they were choosing not to eat, which meant that they could share their faith in the living Lord.


In whatever they did, eating or not, it was Paul’s concern that they give all the glory to God. Its really pretty good advice, and if we were to follow it more, we’d probably find ourselves sharing the gospel more.

Prayer: God of All Creation, we glorify for providing us with life and breathe, and all that we enjoy. Thank you. Amen.
