Spiritual Things: The Greatest is Love

Read: 1 Corinthians 13:8-13

And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

Consider: You can’t read this passage without noticing that Paul is very confident that love will not fail; and he contrasts love’s success with the failure of the miraculous manifestations of the Holy Spirit. It seems odd to consider that the Holy Spirit might fail; so, before we make that conclusion, we ought to consider what Paul meant by “fail.” Paul used a Greek word that is often translated “fall” or “fall down.” In the NT this word is used to describe those who fall down to worship, a person who could fall into a pit, seed that falls onto various soil, and a bird which falls from the sky. Not only does this word indicate direction (down), but also a change from the object’s movement to a complete stop. A person not only gets down, but stops to worship, just as the bird not only drops out of the sky, but stops when it hits the ground. Love doesn’t come to an end, it keeps on pressing onward.


Paul is actually comparing the continuing work of love to the momentary work of the Spirit’s manifestations. In other words, the Spirit chooses to work through a person at particular times and for particular reasons; and so, once a situation has been impacted as the Spirit desires through its special manifestations, that episode of outpouring will come to an end. Paul also states that the manifestations of the Spirit that the believers in Corinth had enjoyed would come to an end when “the perfect” arrives among them.


Perfect what? The Greek term translated perfect is the word for “complete” or “mature.” Paul is talking about the spiritual maturity that comes from embracing the full/complete gospel message. Until that time comes, the Spirit might need to encourage believers by special manifestations through which they would receive a limited understanding of the gospel message; but once they had received the full gospel, then the believers wouldn’t need the manifestations of the Spirit any longer. Paul said that the Spirit’s manifestations among them comprised a developmental stage in their spiritual growth, and once they had become spiritual adults, then they wouldn’t need them any longer.


Paul’s words to the believers in Corinth beg the question: “So what would be left to encourage the believers once the Spirit determined that they didn’t need special manifestations any longer?” And Paul’s answer to this question was: Their faith, their hope, and their love. These three things are enough to see any believer who knows the full gospel message through any and every situation. And of these three things, love is the greatest of them all.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, it is our desire to grow up in the Lord. Help us to stand firm upon the gospel which has been handed down to us, to look heavenward with hope, and to love each other until that time comes. Amen.

