Spiritual Things: Don’t Be Ignorant

Read: 1 Corinthians 12:1-12

Now about spiritual things, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant.

Consider: No one likes to be reminded of a time when they were fooled, but many of the believers in Corinth had previously been fooled into believing that the mute idols in their town had power, and could actually express their will. Paul wanted these particular believers to be careful not to fall back under the influence of those who continued to worship those idols. Anyone can be fooled once, but he didn’t want it to happen again. So Paul gave those believers some practical ways to determine whether someone was “under the influence” of God’s Spirit.


The first indicator they were to look for was a person’s speech. Any person can choose to say whatever they like; but Paul told the believers in Corinth that no person speaking by the Spirit of God would ever say “Jesus is cursed.” He also told them that only a person speaking by the Spirit of God can say “Jesus is Lord.” 


The second indicator they were to look for was a person’s actions. Paul first warned that those people gifted by the Spirit of God would not all act the same, but what they did would be for the common good of the church. If a person was doing something that wasn’t something for the common good, then they could be sure that it wasn’t from God.


These “actions” were not to be confused with what a person could do using their natural ability. If God’s Spirit was at work, then the person would do something well beyond what their natural ability allowed. Paul listed nine supernatural gifts that the believers in Corinth could use to identify whether a person was under God’s influence: wisdom, word of knowledge, faith, healing, works of power, prophecy, judgment of spirits, genus of languages, and the interpretation of languages. There is a lot of debate as to how each of these gifts should be defined, and whether the Spirit of God is still distributing them today. All we really know is that these were gifts the Spirit of God was bestowing to the believers in Corinth.


Paul was emphatic that the Spirit of God was the one in charge of “gift distribution.” In other words, no believer got to choose the gift they wanted. They could only receive what the Spirit chose to give. That doesn’t rule out asking for a gift, but it is the Spirit’s choice. Paul also emphasized that the church was a single entity, just like a body. And that, just as a body has numerous specialized parts, so the church has numerous specialized parts.

Prayer: Spirit of the living God, we desire your gifts. We want to be used for the common good of your people. We want to live together as a vibrant, healthy body; working together under your influence. Amen.

