Spiritual Things: Bind Us Together

Read: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31

Now you are Christ's body, and individually members of it.

Consider: A number of years ago Snoopy, that loveable beagle of Peanuts fame, broke his leg. Hundreds of fans wrote letters and sent sympathy cards to Snoopy. Charles Shultz the genius behind the Comic strip took advantage of the situation to pass along a great theological insight. If you didn’t know, Charles Shultz was a very strong Christian and he often used his comic strip to share his faith. So, in response to the sympathy cards he received for Snoopy, Charles penned a comic strip. The first block of the comic strip pictured Snoopy perched atop of his dog house and looking forlornly at the huge white cast on his broken leg. It seems obvious that his broken leg is keeping him from doing the things that he would like to be doing. In the next block, Snoopy expresses what his various body parts are saying to one another about this miserable situation. He says, “My body blames my foot for not being able to go places. My foot says it was my head’s fault, and my head blamed my eyes. My eyes say my feet are clumsy, and my right foot says not to blame him for what my left foot did.” In the final block of the comic strip, Snoopy looks up, shrugs his shoulders, and says with a sense of detachment, “I’m not saying anything, because I don’t want to get involved.”

No one wants to get involved when the members of a body are caught up blaming one another for the miserable situation they are in; especially, when that body is a church body. Apparently, the members of the church in Corinth were not only blaming one another for the situation they found themselves, but some felt that life would be better if others would leave. Paul confronted this dismissive attitude by reminding them that only together did they represent the body of Christ.


Each had distinctive characteristics, different manifestations of the Holy Spirit, and unique roles and responsibilities. In reality, their ability to represent Christ to their community depended wholly upon each one fulfilling their particular service. No one person was more important than another, and no one distinctive among them was to be considered more honorable. They were one body made up of many members.


A freak of nature draws attention, but not that of admiration. Our goal as a body should be health and wholeness. Only then can we do the things we long to do. 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, we want to represent you well. Thank you for providing all the parts we need. Help us to work together, sharing your grace and mercy to all we meet. Amen.

