Spiritual Things: The Way of Excellence

Read: 1 Corinthians 13:1-7

 If I … do not have love, I am nothing.

Consider: In the previous chapter Paul exposed the unexpected result of the Holy Spirit’s manifestation among the believers in Corinth: Arrogance and Jealous; and how these two ways of thinking and acting were tearing the Church apart. In this chapter Paul points these same believers to a more excellent way of dealing with what the Spirit was doing: Love.


Paul once again recounts the kinds of things that the Holy Spirit is prone to bring about in the life of a congregation (and which the Church in Corinth was experiencing): Tongues, Prophecy, Knowledge, Faith, Generosity, and Sacrifice. As Paul had said, these marvelous and miraculous manifestations of the Holy Spirit were for the common good of the church, for their encouragement, for bringing about unity, and for carrying out the great commission; but even these labors of the Spirit can be sabotaged if those the Spirit has to work with do not know how to love.


In hope of correcting the problems in the Corinthian Church, Paul first defines what he means by “love.” First, he reveals what it is (patience and kindness), then what it is not (jealousy, pride, arrogance, inconsideration, and selfishness), and then what it doesn’t do (exasperate others, hold grudges, delight in injustice), and concludes with what is does (delights in the truth; protects, has faith, hopes, and perseveres in every situation). With such an explicit definition of love, it’s no wonder that Paul could confidently contend that choosing to love was the only way that the believers in Corinth could resist the selfish desires that were causing so much trouble.


I’m amazed that even in the midst of a situation where the Spirit was working in such spectacular ways, that believers have a say in the ultimate out come of those events. I know that in God’s great wisdom He presents us with the opportunity to choose for ourselves how we will act; but sometimes I think it’d be better if he’d choose for us. After all, if He chose for us, then we’d never be in danger of sabotaging His amazing love for the world.


As it is, we are given the opportunity to show ourselves faithful; to choose to love; and when we do, we act with excellence. When we do something out of love, even if it’s just a little thing; it will have a greater spiritual impact than a truly remarkable act done out of selfishness. It’s easy to earn the praise of men, but God knows our hearts. And just imagine what impact the church could have if God’s people supported the Spirit’s activity with genuine love for each other and for the world.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, forgive our selfish ambitions, our petty jealousies; and instill in each of us the desire to love one another. Amen.

