The Lord’s Supper: Abused

“I do not praise you, because you come together not for the better,

but  for the worse.” 1 Cor. 11:2 (NIV)
Read: 1 Corinthians 11:17-22

Consider: I am biased. I’ve always believed that good things happen when believers get together. The very first believers immediately got together for prayer, fellowship, learning the Apostle’s teachings, and to remember Jesus’ sacrifice through the breaking of bread (Acts 2:42). They were encouraged and believers have been encouraged by getting together to do the same things ever since. When Paul heard that some believers were wondering whether gathering together was worth it, he told them not to give up on meeting together. Paul knew that there is nothing more encouraging than getting together with your brothers and sisters in Christ. However, there are times when this is not the case. Paul actually told the believers in Corinth, that because of their behavior, they’d be better off if they didn’t get together. And I’ve certainly heard believers tell me that they are better off when they avoid church gatherings. That’s not the say it’s supposed to be. Our getting together should be a source of encouragement, not discouragement.


Paul pointed out two things that made the gathering in Corinth a downer. First of all, when they came together, they were divided because of heresies. Heresy is a good Greek term that is usually translated “sect.” Judaism of the first century was divided into four distinct sects: Pharisees, Sadducees, Herodians, and Zealots. While they were all Jews, and agreed upon a good number of things, they were often at each other’s throats because of their distinctive … their heresies. Paul doesn’t go into the nature of the Corinthian heresies, but there were enough differences between groups of believers that their gatherings were awkward at best. Think of trying to host a single service were every denomination in town was present and trying to have things their way. It is not encouraging to get together with fellow believers who are trying to show you how they are right and you are wrong.


The second thing Paul mentions is how this lack of unity was expressed in their gatherings. It seems that as arrived for the gathering each arriving family brought their own food. This was no fellowship dinner, nor was it the Lord’s Supper. Instead of waiting for everyone to show up, instead of putting their food on a common table from which everyone could eat, they commenced to eating their own food when they arrived. Some even got drunk while waiting for the late comers. I know it sounds a bit strange, a bit chaotic, but that is what Paul described. Paul rightly pointed out that this behavior did not make their gatherings an encouraging event.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, help us learn from the mistakes of the believers in Corinth. Make us one body, whose head is the Lord Jesus. Amen.

