Church Etiquette: Communicating Your Plans
Encounter: 1 Corinthians 16:5-12
Consider: Ask anyone, and they’ll tell you that communication is vital… for any and every relationship. Whether a friendship or a business partnership it’s important for everyone involved to be “in the loop.” Most people still feel that meeting in person is best, but it doesn’t really matter how you stay in touch, only that you do so. And for the apostle Paul, a currier letter was the best way to do so when his presence was required elsewhere.


If you recall, Paul was in Ephesus, and the brothers who came to him from Corinth were hoping for someone to come back with them to help them sort things out. Instead, they were sent back with a letter on how to start dealing with their problems themselves, but Paul did include in this letter his plans to come and help them out.  However, he would not do so until after Pentecost. In the mean time, Timothy might show up in Corinth, but they were not to get the idea that Paul had sent Timothy to solve their problems; on the contrary, they were to welcome him, and then send Timothy on his way to Ephesus. Paul also acknowledged their request that Apollos be the one to come and help them sort things out, but Paul let them know that even though he encouraged Apollos to do so, that Apollos had no desire to come at that time, but would consider doing so later on, as he had the opportunity.


There are several things that we can learn from this simple exchange of plans. (1) The problems in Corinth may have needed attention, but they did not warrant Paul’s immediate presence. He had more important things to do. Our problems, while they may loom large to us, may not really be all that big after all. And we should also be careful about letting another person’s problems distract us from an opportunity to advance the gospel. (2) You don’t always get what you want. The believers in Corinth wanted Apollos to come; but he was not interested in coming to their rescue. Instead, they would eventually get Paul. Our second choice may be God’s first choice for us. (3) It is very important to remain flexible, even with the best laid plans. Paul communicated his plans very well; however, we know from other New Testament writings that Paul’s eventual arrival in Corinth was not as planned. The way and time he arrived would be considered “plan B” at best.


You can be certain that your brothers and sisters in Christ are going to have needs; and they may even ask for your help. And if they do, you should communicate with them just as clearly as possible how and when you intend to help. But, as Peter says, you should be humble enough to acknowledge that you plans are dependent upon God’s will.


Our Pray: Father God, we are humbled by your sovereign will. It is our desire to be helped when in need and to offer help to those in need; but above all we earnestly desire to do so according to Your will. Amen.

