Letters from Heaven: To Pergamos
READ: Revelations 2:1-7

Consider: A railway construction crew in need of stone to compact for the bed was told that there was plenty of lose stone on the other side of a ridge… and there was, but when the engineering supervisor arrived on the scene, some days later, he immediately halted those gathering and crushing stones for he recognized them as ruins, and thus, after further investigation, the ancient city of Pergamos was rediscovered in 1864. It is located some 50 miles up the coast an a little inland from Symrna.


Archeologist have uncovered three temples built to worship Roman Caesars; three to worship Greek gods (Dionysus, Zeus, and Athena); and one to worship the Egyptian god of healing, Asklepios. Many Roman era buildings have also been unearthed, including an agora (market place), a 10,000 seat theater, royal palaces, a Roman bath complex, and the library which was given to Cleopatra by Mark Anthony as a wedding gift. Pergamos was the capital city of the area, and also its religious center.


In the midst of all this pagan religious activity was a small Christian church. We don’t know when the church was established, or who founded it, only that it was an active church when John received his revelation. The believers in that church, like the ones in Ephesus and Symrna, would rather die than deny the Lord, even when this probability became reality when one of their own, Antipas, was put to death.


Yet, they too had a problem of which they needed to repent. They were tolerant. There were individuals in the church who held to the teachings of Balaam and even those of the Nicolaitans which they did not confront. These teachings were (and are) wholly incompatible with claiming Jesus as Lord. Those holding to these teachings used them to justify their participation in the festivities at one of the local pagan temples. Whether it was allegiance to Caesar, drunkenness, gluttony, sexual activity, or turning to a false god for healing, really didn’t matter. The 10 commandments alone knock out most of what went on at these pagan temples in Pergmos.


The call for repentance was a call to confront these people in love. For if they could not be turned around, which is the goal of confrontation, the Lord was going to “clean house” with the sword of his mouth. He was going to war against those who held to these teachings.


Discipleship is not simply getting people baptized, but teaching them to obey all that the Lord has commanded. If Jesus really is your Lord, if you really trust him, then following him is not a burden. 


Prayer: Lord Jesus, help us to love one another. Help us to come along side one another with encouragement. Help us to disciple one another. If we have learned to justify our sin, confront us. Amen.

