How Odd of God
READ: 1 Corinthians 1:26-31, Jeremiah 9:23-24

Consider: Do you ever wonder why? Most of us do. We wonder about all kinds of things. Random things, like “Why do we drive on parkways, and park on driveways?” or “Why does the sun lighten our hair, but darken our skin?’ or “Why lemon juice is made with artificial flavors, and dishwashing soap is made with real lemons?” But sometimes we wonder about more important things like, “Why did Jesus have to die on the cross?” Ever wonder why?


When we ask a question such as this, we must be careful that we are not calling God into question. To wonder why God couldn’t find “another way” to do something is to imply that the way He has chosen is not the best course of action and that some other method would be better. Usually what we perceive as a “better” method is one that seems right to us. Before we can come to grips with anything God does, we have to first acknowledge that His ways are not our ways, His thoughts are not our thoughts—they are higher than ours (Isaiah 55:8). In addition, Deuteronomy 32:4 reminds us that “He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is he.” Therefore, the plan of salvation He designed is perfect, just, and upright, and no one could have come up with anything better. Part of the good news is that we don’t have to understand why God does things the way he does things to take advantage of the things he does. However, we do have to, as is printed on our currency, trust him. And our trust in God will shape our life for all of eternity.


The burden of trying to figure it all out is lifted from our shoulders when we trust God. “Why do we have to forgive one another?” Rather than wrestling with whether this is the best course of action for me to take, all I have to do is trust God that it is the best course of action. Trusting God keeps it simple. It may not be easiest thing to do, but I can be confident that it is the right thing to do.


Now, there is nothing wrong with wondering why, so long as it doesn’t get in the way of our trusting God. Joshua probably wondered why they had to march around the walls of Jericho, it seemed like such an odd request, but he trusted God. Without trusting God, Joshua would never have been able to look back at what happened to those walls and say, “Oh, that’s why.”

Prayer: Lord Jesus, help us to understand that you are in charge of all things. Forgive us when we accuse you of not knowing, not understanding, and not caring. Your ways are not our ways, and we are thankful. Amen.

