How to be a Good Lover: The Spirit of Love
Encounter: 1 John 4:1-6
Consider: The advertisers who will promote their products during the Super bowl will pay 3 million dollars for a 30 second spot; and that’s only the entry level price for a national commercial during the game; the premium spots will go for much more. Why are they willing to pay so much? Because they know that advertising works. They may not persuade everyone who watches one of their ads to buy their product, but some will. A good return, percentage wise, is only about 2%; but if there are 100 million viewers, that 2% adds up to lots of profits.


To be quite frank, there are a lot of people who are doing everything within their power to influence your decisions. They know that you are going to drive, and they want you to drive their car. They know you are going to drink, and they want you to drink their beverage. They know you are going to eat, and they want you to eat their food. And when it comes to serving God, they want you to do it their way; and for that reason, the Apostle John told the believers in Ephesus not to believe every spirit, but to “test” the spirits to see whether they are from God.


John isn’t talking about an extraordinary encounter with a free floating spirit; he’s talking about being persuaded by another person who is not proclaiming God’s truth. In particular, he’s talking about false prophets. A prophet is a person who claims to tell the truth about God as it was revealed to them from God. And evidently, there were people in the church in Ephesus who claimed to be a prophet, but who did not believe that Jesus was the Messiah who had come in the flesh to be the savior of the world. John makes it clear that these prophets were not from God, but from the world. They were the antichrist of whom the believers in Ephesus had been warned.


John reminds the believers in Ephesus that they are not to be afraid of these false prophets because they themselves were the children of God, and the one who was in them was greater than the one who was in the false prophets. There is a great comfort in knowing that the victory is ours; that we will overcome whoever opposes the truth.


What’s this got to do with love? Everything, as you’ll discover in this study of 1 John 4. The spirit of God that is in us, the children of God, is the spirit of truth. And when you know the truth, not only will it set you free; but it will compel you to live a life grounded in the truth; and you can’t be grounded in the truth without becoming a lover. Now, don’t take this the wrong way, a good lover is someone who is compelled by the truth to love God and to love their neighbors.


Prayer: Revealer of all truth, we are grateful for what you have shown us. Your one and only son, Jesus, is the savior we all need. He is the one that transforms us from haters into lovers. Thank you.

