A Change of Heart: A Good Man
READ: Philemon 1-7

Consider: You may have heard that Philemon was a wealthy slave owner; and by all indications, that’s exactly what he was; but let me assure you, that Philemon was also a good man. I know that Philemon was a good man because of all the things that Paul said about him in this letter. I don’t think that Paul was just buttering him up. I think that Philemon really was a good man. But, I hope that you are wondering, “What good thing could possibly be said about a slave owner?”


Slavery is one of the worst crimes against humanity, and I’m glad that our nation saw fit to end its practice. To view another person as property, as something to do with as you see fit, regardless of cultural acceptance, is simply against how the Bible teaches us to treat other people. 


Yet, Paul called this particular slave owner a beloved brother and fellow worker. He also said that when he prays, he always thanks God for what this slave owner was doing. Now, don’t get me wrong, I don’t think that Paul was thanking God that Philemon owned slaves. Instead, he was thanking God for Philemon’s love and faith: Not only his love and faith toward the Lord Jesus, which would be expected of any Christian, but his love and faith toward all the saints. And by saints, I mean fellow believers. In other words, Philemon was not a disciple in name only, but one who was really learning to obey the commands of Christ, which meant he would have to change lots of things about his life, including how he treated people.


In other words, while we don’t know when Philemon was converted to Christ; we do know that his behavior toward the people around him was changed when that happened. He really was learning to act differently, and the difference made this good man much better. In fact, it was Paul’s prayer that the community of faith to which Philemon belonged would become effective as the good things he was doing for Christ’s sake became known. 


We really don’t know what those good things were apart from allowing the church to meet in his home. We only know that these unknown acts of love, what ever they were, resulted in refreshing the hearts of the other believers; and had, in turn, given Paul much joy and encouragement while he sat in prison. There’s nothing better than hearing about a changed life.


The real question being addressed in our text is not, “How can a good man get caught up in slavery?” But, “How can a good man caught up in slavery get out of it.” With Paul’s help and encouragement, Philemon was able to show that he really was growing in his walk with the Lord.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, help us make the changes we need to be good. Amen.

